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THE  INSURRECTION OF   1920

AT Rumaitha on the lower Euphrates, always a centre of
unrest, the incident occurred which precipitated the Insur-
rection. On June 30th, the Dhawalim section of the Bam
Huchaim broke into the Government Sarai to release their
Shaikh who had been detained by the Assistant Political
Officer, as the result of a dispute over an agricultural loan.1
The local disturbance became the occasion of the general
rising. The entire tribe, under orders from Najaf and Kufa,
besieged the Political staff and garrison from July 4th; cut the
railroad above and below Rumaitha, while other tribes attacked
the Government offices at Samawa and besieged the two
companies stationed there. The railroad was again cut above
and below Samawa.2 The situation was not irreparable,
however, and had prompt and effectively directed action been
taken with sufficient troops, the rising might have been quickly
suppressed, although the tribes appeared to be under the
direction of Iraqi ex-officers from Baghdad and Syria. At
Rumaitha and Samawa, the British had definitely entered
upon a trial of strength with the tribes. The tribal leaders were
well aware of the essential objectives before the British: relief
of the garrisons and the reinstatement of the Government. The
immediate achievement of these two objectives was to be the
determining factor either for peace or for insurrection in the
rest of the country.

1 London Gazette, July 5th, 1921, p. 5330, Dispatch No. 3 (with Appendixes)
from Lieut -Gen. Sir J. A. L. Haldane, November 8th, 1920 (hereafter London
Gazette). Also Report, Lieut. P. T. Hyatt, A.P.O., Rumaitha, August zoth,
1920; Note on Outbreak of Disturbances at Rumaitha, C. Daly, P.O., Diwaniya,
August a6th, 1920.
2 Telegram No. 8233, Civil Commissioner to India Office, July 8th, 1920.
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